
3 December 1939 at 0705 hrs. "
24 Wellingtons total, led by Wg Cdr Kellett:"

12 from 149 Squadron, RAF Mildenhall.  
9 from 37 Squadron, RAF Feltwell.  
3 from IX Squadron, RAF Honington. "

 
The formation approached Heligoland from the North, turning south saw warships at 
anchor. Faced considerable flack from batteries on the island and war ships. Wellingtons 
released bombs. Claimed one cruiser and two trawlers and one flank battery damaged. 
4 Messerschmitt Bf109Ds scrambled. Luftwaffe were successfully fought off by turret 
gunners. Escaped into a cloud before 8 following Messerschmitts could intercept."

Comment from Fly Past magazine:"

“This action engineered in Bomber Command a false optimism since the ‘self defending’ 
bomber theory now appeared to have been proved.”"

WILHEMSHAVEN – 10 December 1039!

Following on from the apparently successful armed reconnaissance of Heligoland. 
The aim was armed reconnaissance over major German ports of Bremershaven and 
Wilhemshaven."

HELIGOLAND BIGHT – 18 December 1939!"
18 December 1939 at 1000 hrs. "
24 Wellingtons total, led by Wg Cdr Kellett:"

9 from 149 Squadron, RAF Mildenhall.                                                                                
9 from IX Squadron, RAF Honington. 
6 from 37 Squadron, RAF Feltwell.  "
Two thirds of the way, one turned back with propeller trouble and due to radio silence his 
no 2 peeled off on ‘follow my leader’ basis. The British were unaware that there were 3 
Freya radar sets on the islands – they thought they were the only ones with radar! 
However, due to communication problems and frank disbelief, there was delay in 
ordering the German interception and the Wellingtons arrived at 12.10 with no hostile 
fire. Passed over Bremershaven, turned west over shipyards to Jade Bay. Carried out 
triangular search, then turned for home. 
Baryer cruises engaged but out of range. Formation moved to Frisian Island. Split into 2 
groups, one south and one towards Heligoland. 
12.30 10 Bf109ds and 2 Bf109Es attacked the leading section. One Wellington shot 



down, crash landed on mud flats. Crew taken prisoner. Instead of opening his bomb 
doors, Cheese Lemon lowered his flaps by mistake and descended great height but 
managed to weave his way home. 
Briden’s plane could be seen with petrol streaming out. Ditched successfully 50 miles off 
Cromer but unrecovered. 
FO Speirs went down in flames."
 
Out of 24 plans - 10 shot down, 2 force landed at diversion airfields, 2 ditched into the 
sea. 
Wg Cdr Kellett stated: “It was a complete farce. We had no self-sealing tanks, and silly 
First World War chaffer guns, hopeless against the heavy flak we received. One good 
thing was we got rid of the C in C, Ludlow Hewitt”."

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Ludlow-Hewitt

